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sung by the Jubilee Singers is well worth the time and expense of coming to the 
Convention. 

Meharry Medical College is the leading medical school for negroes in the 
entire country. It has a student body of over three hundred; is recognized by 
the United States Government and by the Association of Medical Schools of the 
United States. 

In addition to these institutions for the higher education of the negro, there 
is located here Roger Williams University, the Baptist Theological Seminary, 
and the State Normal School. 

The spirit of Nashville, working in and through its Chamber of Commerce, 
guarantees to every delegate attending the Convention a cordial welcome and the 
hospitality which has made the South famous. 



MUSIC IN THE SOUTH 

D. R. GSBHART 

George Peabody College for Teachers, Nashville, Tennessee 

The people of the South are music-loving; that is, they like to listen, but 
as a whole have grown out of participation in music. This lack of participation 
in groups, school, church, and community has been brought about by the system 
of education that has prevailed up to within about twenty years ago. Public 
high schools are still not general and the whole question of public school systems 
is just on the verge of arriving. The private school, academy and college domi- 
nated the South, naturally, as the ancestors of the Southern people of the influ- 
ential class were of the very highest class of men and women from England and 
Europe, where education was for the upper classes, for those who could pay for 
it. As an an Illustration : A few years ago an American school teacher, visiting 
in London, accosted a boy who was standing in front of a school building with 
• the inquiry, "Do you go to this school ?" The boy replied in a surprised manner, 
"No, sir; that is a school for gentlemen's sons." "Are you not a gentleman's 
son?" "No, my father is a carpenter." Now we of the South are a thousand 
times more democratic than that, but our democracy has not reached the point 
of making all forms of education the common property of rich and poor alike. 

Music is one of the last subjects, in all countries, to be credited as a part of 
education. At the present time many schools think they have public school music 
because piano playing is taught, for a special fee, to a few select pupils in the 
high school. In other instances a so-called "auditorium teacher" is employed to 
lead the singing in the assembly and to prepare special plays, games, and operettas. 

In colleges and universities music has a hard time to even get a room in 
which to hold classes. There are, of course, many private colleges that have 
elaborate departments of music. Of these colleges, Ward-Belmont of Nashville 
leads. This college, I know, has a music faculty that is the equal to any college 
or conservatory in the United States, and superior to most of them; but where 
music is most needed, in state college and universities and great private universi- 
ties, there is little or no music. Not only is there no music, but music will not 
be accepted for entrance credits ; and further, the Southern Association of Sec- 
ondary Schools and Colleges will take a high school off the accredited list that 
teaches music within the sixteen regular units required for graduation. In some 
cases high schools offer two units in music, but require eighteen units for grad- 
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uation. In such cases students desiring to enter college are advised not to study 
music. 

What is the solution of this ? First, to get the superintendents, state, county, 
city and town, interested in music. Second, to get these men to "buck up" to the 
Southern Association and demand the right to make their own courses of study 
according to the needs of the locality of the school. 

One strong elements in favor or music in the South is the women's music 
clubs. These organiations are made up of influential women who can bring 
enough influence to bear to put music in the schools through the superintendents 
and by backing up the superintendents in their rights. 

Music in the South, then, is in its infancy ; i. e., the solo state. Many, many 
vocalists and pianists to sing and play individually, but no social or community 
spirit to do the big things in music 
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I et every supervisor who has a Southern friend write him and get him to 
come and bring some one else to the Conference in March. If we can get fifty 
superintendents and college presidents to attend there should be brains enough 
in our organization to make these men begin to believe in music as worthy of a 
place in education. 
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